Name: Date:

information Writing Checklist

1 Taught readers different things about a subject.

1 put facts, defails, quotes, and ideas into each part of my writing.

. .- NOT | STAKTING
Did | do it likke a fourth grader? ET L 0 1 vEQ

T hooked my readers by explaning | [ O O
why The subject mattered, feling

a surprising fact, or giving @ big
picture. I let readers know that T
would feach them different things
about a subject,

Tusedwordsineachsectonthat | O30 O | O
help readers understand how one |
plece of information connected

- with others. If T wrote the

E————— section in sequence, T used words

Anpther. .. ) and phrases such as before,
B aso... later, next, then,and affer. IfF T

Far exawple,..- . s
s el organized the section in kinds

or parfs, I used words such as
another, diso, and for example.

Twrofe anending that reminded | [ ¢ [ | O
readers of my subject and may
have suggested a follow-up action
or left readers with a final insight.
1 added my thoughts, feelings, and
questions about the subject af the
end.
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information Writing Checklist (continued)

I grouped information info
seclions and used paragraphs
and sometimes chapters fo

u separafe those seclions. Each
& | section had information that was
I3

=1

fim

mosily about the same thing.
I may have used headings and
subheadings.

; Lo 7 NOT @ STAKTING
Vid | do it like o fourth grader T T vEg
MY SUBTECT | T faught my readers different ] ] C]
S\ things about the subject. T chose
3 ﬁ 211 )7 those subtopics because they
2 £

were importfant and inferesting.

T induded different kinds of facts @ [ (] ]
and delails such as numbers,
names, and examples.

T got my information fromtfaking + O | O | [
to people, reading books, and
from my own knowledge and
observations.
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STARTING
TO

T made choices about ] R O
organization. T might have used
compare/confrast, cause/effect,
! or pro/con. T may have used
diagrams, charfs, headings, bold
words, and definition boxes fo
help teach my readers.

T made delberate word choices [ L] L]
to teach my readers. T may have
done this by using and repeatfing
key words about my fopic.

When it felf right fo doso, Tchose . O + [ L]
inferesting comparisons and used
figurative language to clarify my
points.

T made choices about which . O ] L]
nFormation was best fo include or
not include.

Tused afeachingtone. Todoso, 01 O | B
I may have used phrases such as
what that really means is ... and
let me explain. . ..

May be photocapied for dlassroom use. © 2014 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the Teachers College Reading and Wiriting Project. Writing Pathways: Performance Assessments and Learning Progres-
sions, Grades K-8 (Heinernann: Portsmouth, NH).

ParT I1: THE ASSESSMENT TOOLS—INFORMATION WRITING 275




Information Writing Checklist (continued)

. 1Ry

_ - NOT | STARTING |
Did | do it like a fourth groder? oS sl

_ - Lused what I knew about word L] L] [
_ Qﬁﬁ??iﬁg familes and speling rules fo help
ey citting | mespeland edf

making
foving
I used the word wdll and L, O [
dictionaries to help me when
needed. )
When writing long, complex L] 0 d

senfences, T used commas to
make them clear and correct.

T used periods fo fix my run-on O 0O 0O
senlences,

@
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