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Taxonomy
Zoologists (zoo-AWL-oh-jists) learn about all kinds of animals.  They talk about 

them all.  They need to know which animals they talk about.  They show how they are 
alike.  They show how they are not alike.  To do all this, they use taxonomy (tax-ON-oh-
mee).  That is a way to put things into groups called taxons.

The Animal Dealership

Imagine you worked at a car lot.  You have many cars.  You have red cars, blue cars, 
and white cars.  You have trucks, sedans, and open-top cars.  You have cars that run on 
gas.  You have electric cars.  How could you group them?

You might split the lot into cars and trucks.  Then you might put the cars in two 
groups.  One group has the cars with four doors.  One group has the cars with two doors.  
You could split two-door cars into hardtops and open tops.  You could then refer to all 
the open-top cars by their models.  There are Continentals, Ramblers, and Boxters.  You 
could say, “The red Boxter needs its tire fixed.”  If  it started to rain, you could say, “Get 
the open-top cars inside!”

Zoologists use taxons in the same way.  A cat expert can talk about a kind of cat.  She 
can use its taxon.  She might say, “Felis silvestris (FEE-lis SIL-ves-tris) make good pets.” 
Others know she means house cats.  She can talk about a whole group of cats.  She can 
use the group’s taxon.  She can say, “Felidae (FEL-i-day) eat meat.”  Others know she 
means all kinds of cats eat meat.  She means tigers, panthers, and house cats, too.
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Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species

Scientists use taxons to sort all living things.  There are six kingdoms of living 
things.  Animalia (an-uh-MAY-lee-uh) is for animals.  It is just one of the kingdoms.  
Plants have their kingdom.  Fungi have their own, too.  There are three for microbes.  
Microbes are so tiny we can’t even see them.

All living things are the same in one way.  They are made of cells.  All animals have 
three things in common.  First, animals are made of more than one cell.  Next, animal 
cells do not have cell walls like plant cells do.  Third, all animals eat other living things.

Kingdoms are split up into groups called phyla (FYE-luh).  There are seventeen 
animal phyla.  There is a phylum for bugs.  There are nine phyla for kinds of worms!  
The phylum you know best is Chordata (kor-DAY-tuh).  Cats, dogs, lizards, and birds 
are in Chordata.  So are you!

Taxonomy keeps branching.  It spreads out like a tree.  Each phylum splits into 
smaller groups called classes.  All birds are in the Aves (AY-veez) class.  Classes are split 
into orders.  Monkeys are in the order Primates.  So are humans! 
Orders are made up of families.  The next group down is 
genus.  Then last is species.

Every living thing goes into a taxon at each 
level.  You fall into Animalia, Chordata, 
Mammalia, and Primates.  Then it is 
Hominidae (hah-MIN-uh-
day), Homo, and sapiens.  
In other words, you 
are a human being!

Comprehension Question
Why do zoologists need groups for living things?  
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Taxonomy
Zoologists (zoo-AWL-oh-jists) learn about all kinds of animals.  They talk about 

them all.  When they talk, they need to know which animals they mean.  They need to 
show how they are alike.  They need to show how they are different.  To do all this, they 
use taxonomy (tax-ON-oh-mee).  That is a way to put things into groups called taxons.

The Animal Dealership

Imagine you worked at a car lot.  You have many different cars.  You have red cars, 
blue cars, and white cars.  You have trucks, sedans, and open-top cars.  You have cars 
that run on gas and cars that use electricity.  How could you organize them?

You might start by splitting the lot into cars and trucks.  Then you might put the cars 
in two groups.  You could have four-door cars and two-door cars.  You could split two-
door cars into hardtops and open tops.  You could then refer to all the open-top cars by 
their models.  There are Continentals, Ramblers, and Boxters.  You could say, “The red 
Boxter needs its tire fixed.”  If  it started to rain, you could say, “Get the open-top cars 
inside!”

Zoologists use taxons in the same way.  A cat expert can talk about an animal by 
using its taxon.  She might say, “Felis silvestris (FEE-lis SIL-ves-tris) make good pets.” 
Others know she means house cats.  Or she can talk about a whole group of animals.  
She can use the group’s taxon.  She can say, “Felidae (FEL-i-day) eat meat.”  Others 
know she is talking about all kinds of cats, such as tigers, panthers, and house cats, too.
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Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species

Scientists use taxons to talk about all living things.  There are six kingdoms of living 
things.  Animalia (an-uh-MAY-lee-uh) is for animals.  It is just one of the kingdoms.  
Plants and fungi have their own.  The last three are for tiny living things we can’t even 
see.

All living things have one thing in common.  They are made of cells.  All animals 
have three things in common.  First, animals are made of more than one cell.  Next, 
animal cells do not have cell walls like plant cells do.  Third, all animals eat other 
organisms.

Kingdoms are split up into groups called phyla (FYE-luh).  Animalia has 17 phyla.  
There is a phylum for bugs.  There are nine phyla for kinds of worms!  The phylum you 
know best is Chordata (kor-DAY-tuh).  Cats, dogs, lizards, and birds are all chordates.  
You are a chordate, too!

Taxonomy keeps branching.  It spreads out like a tree.  Each phylum splits into 
smaller groups called classes.  All birds are in the Aves (AY-veez) 
class.  Classes are split into orders.  Gorillas and monkeys 
are in the order Primates.  So are humans!  Orders 
have families.  The next group is genus.  Then it is 
species.

Every living thing goes into a taxon at 
each level.  You fall into 
Animalia, Chordata, 
Mammalia, and 
Primates.  Then 
it is Hominidae 
(hah-MIN-uh-
day), Homo, and 
sapiens.  In other 
words, you are a 
human being!

Comprehension Question
Why do zoologists make groups of living 
things?  
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Taxonomy
Zoologists (zoo-AWL-oh-jists) study animals.  They talk to each other.  They talk 

about all kinds of animals.  But they need to know which animals they mean.  They need 
to show how animals are alike.  They need to show how they are different.  To do all 
this, they use taxonomy (tax-ON-oh-mee).  Taxonomy is a way to put things into groups 
called taxons.

The Animal Dealership

Imagine you worked at a car lot.  You have many different cars.  You have red cars, 
blue cars, and white cars.  You have trucks, sedans, and convertibles.  You have cars that 
run on gas and cars that use electricity.  How could you organize them?

You might start by dividing the lot into cars and trucks.  Then you might put the 
cars into two groups.  You could have four-door cars and two-door cars.  You could 
split two-door cars into hardtops and convertibles.  You could then refer to the different 
convertibles by their models.  There are Continentals, Ramblers, and Boxters.  You could 
say, “The red Boxter needs its tire fixed.”  If  it started raining, you could say, “Get the 
convertibles inside!”

Zoologists use taxons in the same way.  A zoologist can talk about an animal by using 
its taxon.  She might say, “Felis silvestris (FEE-lis SIL-ves-tris) make good pets.”  Others 
know she is talking about house cats.  Or she can talk about a whole group of animals.  
She can use the group’s taxon.  She can say, “Felidae (FEL-i-day) eat meat.”  Others 
know she is talking about all kinds of cats, such as tigers, panthers, and house cats, too.
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Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species

Scientists use taxons to talk about all living things.  There are six kingdoms of living 
things.  Animalia (an-uh-MAY-lee-uh) is for animals.  It is just one of the kingdoms.  
Plants and fungi have their own kingdoms.  There are more kingdoms for tiny living 
things we can’t even see.

All animals have three things in common.  First, living things are made of cells, and 
animals are made of more than one cell.  Second, animal cells do not have cell walls like 
plant cells do.  Third, all animals eat other organisms.

Kingdoms are divided into groups called phyla (FYE-luh).  Animalia has 17 phyla.  
For example, there is a phylum for bugs.  There are nine phyla for kinds of worms! The 
phylum you know best is Chordata (kor-DAY-tuh).  Cats, dogs, lizards, and birds are all 
chordates.  You are a chordate, too!

Taxonomy keeps dividing.  It spreads out like a tree.  Each phylum divides into 
smaller groups called classes.  For example, all birds are in the Aves (AY-veez) class.  
Classes are split into orders.  Gorillas and monkeys are in the order 
Primates.  So are humans! Orders have families.  The next 
group is genus.  Then comes species.

Every living thing goes into a category at 
each level.  You fall into Animalia, Chordata, 
Mammalia, and Primates.  Then comes 
Hominidae (hah-MIN-uh-
day), Homo, and sapiens.  
In other words, you 
are a human being!

Comprehension Question
Why do zoologists use taxonomy?  
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Taxonomy
Scientists who study animals are called zoologists (zoo-AWL-oh-jists).  Zoologists 

need to know exactly which animal other zoologists are talking about.  They need to 
show how animals are alike and different.  They use a system called taxonomy (tax-ON-
oh-mee).  Taxonomy is a system of classification.  Taxonomy organizes living things into 
groups called taxons.

The Animal Dealership

Imagine you worked at a car lot.  You have many different cars.  You have red cars, 
blue cars, and white cars.  You have trucks, sedans, and convertibles.  You have cars that 
run on gas and cars that use electricity.  How could you organize them?

You might start by dividing the lot into cars and trucks.  Then you might put the 
cars into two groups.  You could have four-door cars and two-door cars.  You could 
split two-door cars into hardtops and convertibles.  You could then refer to the different 
convertibles by their models.  There are Continentals, Ramblers, and Boxters.  You could 
say, “The red Boxter needs its tire fixed.”  If  it started raining, you could say, “Get the 
convertibles inside!”

Zoologists use taxonomy in the same way.  A zoologist can talk about an animal by 
using its scientific name.  She might say, “Felis silvestris (FEE-lis SIL-ves-tris) make good 
pets.”  Other zoologists know she is talking about house cats.  Or she can talk about a 
whole group of animals and use the group’s scientific name.  She can say, “Felidae (FEL-
i-day) eat meat.”  Other scientists know she is talking about all kinds of cats, such as 
tigers, panthers, and house cats, too.
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Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species

Scientists use taxonomy to talk about all living things.  There are six kingdoms 
of living things.  Animalia (an-uh-MAY-lee-uh) is for animals.  It is just one of the 
kingdoms.  Plants, fungi, and microorganisms have their own kingdoms.

All animals have three things in common.  First, living things are made of cells, and 
animals are made of more than one cell.  Second, animal cells do not have cell walls like 
plant cells do.  Third, all animals eat other organisms.

Kingdoms are divided into groups called phyla (FYE-luh).  Animalia has 17 
different phyla.  For example, there is a phylum for bugs.  There are nine phyla for 
different kinds of worms!  The phylum you know best is Chordata (kor-DAY-tuh).  
Cats, dogs, lizards, and birds are all chordates.  You are a chordate, too!

Taxonomy keeps dividing.  It spreads out like a tree.  Each phylum divides into 
smaller categories called classes.  For example, all birds are in the Aves (AY-veez) class.  
Classes are split into orders.  Gorillas and monkeys are in the order Primates.  So are 
humans!  Orders have families.  The next category is genus.  Then 
comes species.

Every living thing goes into a category at 
each level.  You fall into Animalia, Chordata, 
Mammalia, Primates, Hominidae (hah-MIN-
uh-day), Homo, and sapiens.  In other words, 
you are a human being!

Comprehension Question
What benefit do zoologists realize by using a 
standard taxonomy?  


